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Sursum corda!
DB200Letter

Hong Kong, 2 August, 2014/8/2
Memorial of Blessed Augustus Czartoryski

Dear Young People, Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Salesian Family,
The peace of the Lord be with you always!

We are on the threshold of the Bicentennial Anniversary of the Birth of the Father and Teacher of
Youth, our Father and Founder St. John Bosco. Today, | write to you the first of a year-long series of
monthly letters. These letters of mine aim at keeping burning in our hearts the fire that we have been
fanning into flame in the past three years of preparation (2012 Don Bosco’s History, 2013 Don Bosco’s
Pedagogy, 2014 Don Bosco’s Spirituality).

The theme of the Bicentennial Year (“Don Bosco’s Mission”) gives a name to this flaming fire. It is
“missionary” fire. It is the fire of a burning zeal for the salvation of the young, with the young, and by the
young. It is the fire that burnt in the heart of Blessed Augustus Czartoryski, of St. Versiglia and St. Callisto
Caravario, and all the other Saints, Blessed, Venerables, and Servants of God of the Salesian Family,
among them also many young people! Let it be also the fire that burns in our hearts. Let this fire make us
join St. John Bosco in fulfilling to our last breath the mission entrusted to him and to us by Jesus and Mary.

So, let us feel that the Strenna of the Rector Major for this Bicentennial Year (it is also our Annual
Educative Pastoral Theme!) speaks to each one of us: “Like Don Bosco, Let us be always with the young!
Let us be totally for the young!” These words are spoken also to each one of our young people, since “The
best missionaries of the young are young people themselves” (Pope Francis).

On 16 August, in Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, in our great motherland as all over the world, we
will begin the DB200 Year in the name of God. May God give us abundant grace to be faithful to our
vocation, consecration, and mission!

God bless! In Jesus Mary Joseph DonBosco, | am,

Yours affectionately,

Fr. Lanfranco M. Fedrigotti
Provincial
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