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DB200 Provincial Letter 1 (September)

Educate by evangelizing, evangelize by educating

Dear Youth, Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Salesian Family,

The peace of the Lord be with you always! On 16 August, together with the Salesian
Family all over the world, we have begun to celebrate the 200th Birthday of our Founder
and Father St. John Bosco. In the month of September, by reflecting on the monthly theme,
we will begin to deepen step by step our understanding and appreciation of the charism (=
God’s gift) that Don Bosco entrusted to us.

The theme of this month is Educate by evangelizing, evangelize by educating.

On the one hand, this theme means that without evangelization there cannot be a
complete education. In this regard, the Salesians of Don Bosco 27th General Chapter, just
held in Rome this year, reminds us of “the importance of accompanying the young in
coming to know and to meet Jesus. The young have a right to Christ and his Gospel and we
owe it to them” (GC27 18).

On the other hand, the theme of this month means that education is the best way of
evangelizing. Why? Because true education pays special attention to the needs of the young.
The way of education is not top-down, but down-up. What true education offers is not
something imposed from above, but something drawn out from within. The very noun
“education” comes from the Latin verb “educere” that means “to draw out”. Education
draws out the best that is in every human being.

To conclude, may | remind you that, throughout this year, we are invited, at the
conclusion of our prayers in common, to add the invocation “St John Bosco, pray for us”,
before the traditional invocation “Mary Help of Christians, pray for us”. God bless!

In Jesus Mary Joseph DonBosco, | am,
Yours affectionately,

Fr. Fei
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