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+ DB200 Provincial Letter 10 (June2015)

Jesus Good Shepherd & Mary Help of Christians
Dear Young People, Dear Mission Partners, Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Salesian Family,

The peace of the Lord be with you always! Happy Feast of Pentecost! Happy Feast of Mary Help of
Christians! For June, the DB200 and MaryHelp200’s “double word” focuses our attention on the divine person
of Our Lord Jesus Christ and on the perfect human person of Our Lady Mary Immaculate Help of Christians.

Jesus Good Shepherd

Little John Bosco was born in a Catholic Christian family that lived intensely, in deep unity, the two divine
gifts of natural life and supernatural life. These two gifts are offered to all human beings by God the Father
through his Incarnate Son Jesus in the Holy Spirit. Only the timing of the two gifts differs from person to person.
The timing in the case of John Bosco took place in very close succession. The day after he was born, little John
was brought to church to be baptized, thus receiving both gifts within the span of 24 hours. From that moment
on, John Bosco’s life was a continuous movement of identification with the person of Jesus, true God and true
Man. In his early life, moments he specially remembered were his 9-year old dream in which he met Jesus in
person, and his First Communion, i.e. his first reception of the Blessed Sacrament of Jesus’ Real Presence on
Easter Feast 1826, prepared by three receptions of the Sacrament of Reconciliation during the preceding Lent.

Through this life symbiosis with Jesus, Don Bosco imbibed the “Salesian spirit” which “finds its model
and source in the very heart of Christ”, “the Good Shepherd who wins hearts by gentleness and self-giving”
(Const. 11). No wonder that the Blessed Sacrament and the Sacrament of Reconciliation became pillars of Don
Bosco’s Preventive System: “Frequent Confession and Communion and daily Mass are the pillars which must
support the edifice of education, from which we propose to banish the use of threats and the cane.” (Don Bosco)

Mary Help of Christians

St. John Bosco was born 200 years ago on 16 August. However, he himself always thought that he was
born a day before, on 15 August, the Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady. So, the whole life of Don Bosco
was also lived under the mantle of Mary. In the 9-year old dream, it is Jesus himself who gives Mary his Mother
to John Bosco with these words: “I will give you a teacher, under whose care you will become wise and without
whom all wisdom becomes foolishness.”

Salesian Const. no. 8 summarizes what Mary did for Don Bosco and does for us: “The Virgin Mary
showed Don Bosco his field of labour among the young and was the constant guide and support of his work,
especially in the foundation of Society. We believe that Mary is present among us and continues her ‘mission as
Mother of the Church and Help of Christians’. We entrust ourselves to her, the humble servant in whom the
Lord has done great things, that we may become witnesses to the young of her Son’s boundless love.”

As we move on from May, the “Month of Mary”, to June, the “Month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus”, | wish
you all to experience, like St. Dominic Savio, the deep joy of being friends of Jesus and Mary. “Leave
everything to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and to Mary Help of Christians and you will see what
miracles are.” (Don Bosco, BM XI, 369) God bless! In Jesus Mary Joseph DonBosco, | am,

Yours affectionately, Fr. Lanfranco M. Fedrigotti, Provincial
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