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! Cf F.CEREDA, Vocational fragility. Initiating reflection and suggesting action,
in AGC 385 (2004), pp. 34-53.
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2002 | 607 137 231 | 249 | 217 32 262
2003 | 580 111 | 470 | 225 | 254 |221 33 218

2004 | 594 118 | 469 |211 |281 |242+1P |38 203

2005 | 621 151 | 476 | 237 |249 |219+2P |28 230

2006 | 561 137 | 470 |227 |260 |221+2P |37 192

2007 | 527 110 | 424 | 200 |219 | 205 14 175

2 cf USG, Fedelta vocazionale. Realta che interpella la vita consacrata. Rome
23-25 November 2005; USG, Per una vita consacrata fedele. Sfide antropologiche
della formazione. Rome 24-26 May 2006.

% To understand the first three columns, one needs to appreciate that the novices
who enter in a green year make their first profession the following ; therefore the
novices leaving constitute the difference between the novices who enter in a
given year and those professed the following year. For example: in 2002, 607
novices entered and in 2003 there were 470 newly professed; therefore the
difference between the novices who entered in 2002 and the novices who made
their profession the following year is 137; this is the number given under
“novices left” on the line for 2002. In 2012, 480 novices entered; we shall know
the number newly professed and also the number who left at the end of 2013.



2008 | 557 121 | 417 | 216 | 220 | 200 20 222

2009 | 526 109 | 436 |225 | 265 | 246 19 195

2010 | 532 125 | 417 | 222 | 177 | 161+1P |15 203

2011 | 414 40 407 | 185 |231 |210+1P |20 206

2012 | 480 374 | 174 | 262 | 237 25 189

F¥EY

T | ] B | B | o e ey |
wip | o |l | | A (EEE %F?HIE e
" din s

| x| Ed | mot [ e
2002 | 8 12 15 18 7 11 24
2003 | 10 14 11 10 3 10 25
2004 | 14 15 20 14 9 12 26
2005 |11 15 15 10 9 10 26
2006 | 13 10 27 11 11 11 26

R WL INOOW W IR W~ W

2007 |15 11 18 9 12 18 24
2008 |8 6 18 5 12 14 24
2009 |12 13 9 6 14 10 36
2010 |9 9 11 0 29 8 38
2011 | 10 12 11 3 17 11 30
2012 | 8 11 33 4 23 15 29

I

To understand the columns regarding dispensations from celibacy, secularizations
and dismissals, the numbers given are with regard not to those who in a given year
made a request but to those in the given year whose cases were brought to a
conclusion.
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2002 | 76 110 11 43 71 55 80 135
2003 |69 111 |6 27 59 84 79 144
2004 | 86 98 12 |25 51 92 84 145
2005 |97 92 14 18 71 95 74 160
2006 |76 88 3 22 47 92 75 158
2007 |76 97 6 22 51 94 73 108
2008 |58 105 |4 18 48 100 |89 135
2009 |64 91 8 24 40 89 64 146
2010 | 40 73 1 18 55 114 93 138
2011 | 46 46 7 15 29 94 60 117
2012 |43 63 3 21 38 107 |69 136
TOTAL | 731 974 75 253 | 560 1016 | 840 1522
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> CfE BIANCHI, Religious life and vocations today in Western Europe,
Reflection addressed to 150 Jesuits assembled in Bruxelles 1 May 2007.
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® “To respond to God's call means to live in an attitude of formation” (The Project
of Life of the Salesians of Don Bosco. Guide to the reading of the Salesian
Constitutions, Rome 1986, p. 682).
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" Formation of Salesians of Don Bosco [FSDB], Rome 2000,1.
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® CONGREGATION FOR INSTITUTES OF CONSECRATED LIFE AND
SOCIETIES OF APOSTOLIC LIFE (CIVCSVA), Starting afresh from Christ,
Rome 2002, n. 22.

? Criteria and norms for Salesian vocation discernment [Supplement to FSDB],
30.
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10 Juan J. BARTOME, “La Llamada de Dios. Una reflexion biblica sobre la

vocacion” : Mision Joven 131 (1987) 6.
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11 BENEDICT XVI, Caritas in veritate, 1.

12 «All authentic Christian prayer involves the entire life of the one who prays...

You might think the ordinary events of daily life are of little account in
comparison with great social and historical happenings, but through prayer you
can discern their value and become aware of the fact that these ordinary daily
occurrences have their place in the designs of God. Any situation can be the
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topic of prayer if you convert it into a theological experience” (The Salesian
Rector. A Ministry for the Animation and Government of the local Community,
Rome 1986, 209-210).
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28



PESERYNER @ S—HBEIIHBRLERMASE - —HEY
MEFEHTE » 55— EEQE@EB@%@E —HhBEEZTT
IENLE > B LBIBEHERNBRRGE : —HEE
B S—HhERERANE - —DBEELmtEME » 5—oEs
AR —HBEBRERL  Z—HBEEEFESE  —HE
BHBESANSK » BS—HBERFESLEHEES - ¥

RABHR - WRRLFTBEREHE RIS - MHITREX

—BEFRES - (MUESIFRINESNEEFEN -
TFRORE - EERAEZNEARGES @ (FRIIVEIBFN
R - Btk 0 EEF RS ®E - AMREMNEEREXIL > I
BEHERE L ~ ROVAIREEBIRIES -

FIE8LBE  BRER 2R » wETE LI - RTELRE
S > WERBREHNESERIVETEER - (SEHE
5 iﬁ'_ﬁ- ‘T)alj E’JE%’EJ&XR/ NAE T { SZH: °

BHIBELE  CEANEBEMN VR A GFE IR
Fl - JPIES - WRBBIBB » RPIYLURIDIER—EEUEY
RS - 2LEEBEMOAKRIRE S —EBIE - BREA%ER - B
BRI B SHEISYL » WERBEReRELE - Rt
BHESEERREREENEE -

RAENBUBEFRERMLDBESHPINE » 2IAFILI—
BRRINWETS  CRB—BRRINESE  [HPMBEXRER
SEAFEIAFT - iR RERIF - L2iiEis - WEIPFITE

1% cFFsDB, 7.
29



PRSI - P ERURHRPFCSBREREBHMHNS
F > FWAEEEIE B MIERKXEREES » BEM 0 WRIEFIS
BRMWFAMES » BHPFIEFEERITEMIEE : [ABHNESEE
ESEREFEEDR  SESBEIERMBENRELOE] (B
97)

RyhEg T REMMEYEREL ants ANt B X 355 80 45 Bl
PAERER - ARXER I HLAMRNEE - SEHREATHE
118 @ T eEDfEm - [ EMELESFEPEIEwT - XEME
EMLARE : TR EREESNNS - RBEEmE
I SERNEFAITAZNBENBLUBE » BUARE 3503
B - BERRINEIXEE - WISSIEIEFRE (48 & 10) °
TS FPOHE S E N —IB=FELTE) - WA B
BB - 1

BALESNRIERMBeRIBE  SEL  TAHRFTRT
HEEMZERBSHRTERENES - HEfgIaENmLEA
DE - RRENIEE S EREER] - v

MERIICEZRR

MEWRESERX—K » BLRIFESNABECHER
SERF B5T [HNSSTHES ) RIHSD - I8
PEIEE » BEmEIS0NFEN - SBEETEANEENE

15 G623, 9s.
18 FspB, 29.
1" EspB, 4.
30



BRmEEBED] - ER [HPISERRFRBRISIRA] -
RS2 TRPIPTEEEHL Y EHERNENER - MR
S AMWZFTRNTFAIRKREMOGASYSG - ©
BT EBFRERNEK] - *°

¥EBIR

EERKEPEECKBNET ST EECEEMILR
BE - —WLRIZRBY - TEREEE BB AEEELE
NEERINSBERIERRE  EREREBRERAEEE
B - ERERIFEN » XKABLEUR NUWERE—% » WES
BB AINERNDE (BB 22:37) EFUREFHBIERK
[BEEC  REBAENDE  MIEESHEER ] - 2

[SE L ZfIEBEENNENEN - WEEPTREAH
REKRBIZWRES R TIF - RISIHROREEBSHRRAM
SEEMBAS - ARBFIZERERICIREERBTASHE
BEENRE - KRS EFRARFINEHRAIRSMDE -
THR—EHEESRSEEREINNFEERK -~

BPIRSIEUTE - SRERPIZEEDEERNSND - HimE
BAGEREED - RSP BRELIES|LREENEES » Sl
IBE - ROEER - WREGE X F AR EHRPESE

18 CfFsDB, 25.
19 FspB, 41.
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22 Cf SGC, 45-49.

2% The Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consecrata speaks about a “special communion
of love with Christ” (VC, 15).

>4 FSDB, 30.
25 SGC, Presentation of the Rector Major, 31 January 1972, page XVI,

26“Drawing inspiration from the example and teachings of Don Bosco, the Salesian
lives the Preventive System as a spiritual, pedagogical and pastoral experience.
His dealings with the young are marked by cordiality and by an active and
friendly presence, that fosters leadership. He joyfully accepts the labours and
sacrifices that his contact with young people implies, convinced that through
them he will find his way to holiness” (FSDB, 32).
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%’ FSDB, 42.

28 FSDB, 33. “The salesian vocation is inconceivable without concrete communion
in common life among the members. It is precisely the communal bond between
the confreres that constitutes their living and working together as Salesians”
(The Project of Life of the Salesians of Don Bosco, p. 408).

%% FSDB, 33
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32 Cfr VC, 96: CG24,152.
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39 The Project of life of the Salesians of DonBosco, p. 131.

40 «our way of living our membership of the Church and of contributing to its
construction consists in being genuine and faithful Salesians, i.e. in being ever
more ourselves” (The Project of Life of the Salesians of Don Bosco, p. 122).

*1 FsDB, 83.
2 ESDB, 42.
*3 FSDB, 37.
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48

49
50

“Docile to the Holy Spirit he develops his talents and his gifts of grace in a
constant effort of conversion and renewal” (C. 99). Cf CRIS, Los elementos
esenciales de la ensenanza de la Iglesia sobre la vida religiosa (1983), 47.
FSDB, 206. Formation “is certainly a gift of the Spirit but it is also helped by a
proper pedagogy” (FSDB, 209).
FSDB, 208
“The process of growing in one's Salesian identity takes place in a person's heart,
at the most intimate level of his affections, feelings, convictions and
motivations, and is not limited to the acquisition or transmission of knowledge
and patterns of behaviour. “Formation should therefore have a profound effect
on individuals, so that their every attitude and action, at important moments as
well as in the ordinary events of life, will show that they belong completely and
joyfully to God» (cf C. 98)” (FSDB, 208).
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> “Only then will formation attain its basic purpose when the Salesian allows God
to address him in the depths of his heart, makes his very own the criteria and
values of the Salesian vocation, and is able to renounce opposing attitudes,

formulate a personal plan, and unify his own life around true and genuine

motives” (FSDB, 209).

“The plan is not so much a text to be put into practice as an expression and
instrument of a community that chooses to work together to help each confrere
tread the path of his formation” (FSDB, 213).

FSDB, 210.

52

53
54
out, programmed and directed according the purpose of each phase and of the
whole of formation. The pedagogy used is one that overcomes the danger of
40

“The contents, experience, attitudes, activities and key-events are all thought
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fragmentation and improvisation, and does away with aimless or unfocused
action” (FSDB, 212).

% It is the duty of the Salesian to adopt a clear approach to his formation from the
very beginning, to understand the purpose of the entire process and of its
individual stages, to effect the passage from one phase to the next, responsibly
making his own the aims of the new formation phase, to devise for himself
practical objectives and lines of action, and to assess and communicate the
implementation of his personal formation plan. For their part, those responsible
for formation have a duty to accept and implement the directives of the
provincial plan and make sure that the candidate embraces the formation
programme and adheres to it faithfully in his community” (FSDB, 213).

% FspB, 212.
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T «Asan educator, Don Bosco cared much about personal rapport, but he is seen

above all as the creator of an environment that abounded in educational

relationships and models, programmes and exhortations (events, activities,
periods, celebrations, etc.), the author of a style and a pedagogy of life, the
communicator of a plan to be lived together, and the animator of a community
with a clear physiognomy and established reference points. The community of

Valdocco, distinguished for its Preventive System, offered a setting that

welcomed, directed, accompanied, encouraged and made demands” (FSDB,
219)
%8 John Paul I1, Apostolic Exhortation Pastores dabo vobis, Rome 1992, 69. Cf
CIVCSVA, Starting afresh from Christ, 46; CIVCSVA, Potissimum institutioni,
Rome, 2 February 1990, 29.
59 FSDB, 216. “In it he delineates the kind of Salesian he feels called to become
and the way to achieve this, always of course in tune with Salesian values. From

time to time, in dialogue with his Rector, he assesses the progress he has made

in attaining his objective”  (lbidem)
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% EspB, 221.
61 Pastores dabo vobis, 42.

%2 Cf Pastores dobo vobis, 60. “In an atmosphere of shared responsibility, all strive
together to adhere to certain values, objectives, experiences and formation
methods, and from time to time they programme, evaluate and adjust their life,
work and apostolic experiences to meet the requirements of the Salesian
vocation” (FSDB, 222).

“To encourage everyone to take part, it seeks to get them involved in drawing up
the community plan and the programme of activities, in group work, in the
revision of life and in other meaningful forms of encounter and participation.
Every member opts for some service that will be useful for the life in
community and the strengthening of communion” (FSDB, 223).
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%4 cfESDB, 222. Cf loc. cit. 234-239.
% FsDB, 233.
% FspB, 231.

o7 FSDB, 233. “It is his specific duty to guide each confrere, helping him to
understand and make his own the phase of formation he is engaged in. He

maintains a frequent and cordial dialogue with the confrere, endeavours to

know his strengths and weaknesses, makes him recommendations that are clear

and demanding, proposes suitable goals, supports and guides him in times of
difficulty, and together with him evaluates the progress he is making in his

formation" (Ibidem).
% FSDB, 233.
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o9 FSDB, 227. It is clear that the real aim of these directives is to create an
atmosphere in which what is presented as the ideal is in fact already lived in the
formation houses, the practical expression of what was promised by public
profession. The daily life of the Province, the quality of its consecrated life and
the effectiveness of its apostolic mission are the indispensable requirements for
the quality of the formation of a Province, while accepting the gap there can be
between the ideal proposed and the reality as lived experience.

0 FsDB, 226.
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"1 FsDB, 226.
72 FspB, 251.

3 FsDB, 252.
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" FSDB, 253.

"> FSDB, 254,

7 FSDB, 255. “On the contrary, “difficult relationships, situations of conflict
which have not been suitably healed through reconciliation, act within a person,
blocking the maturing process and creating difficulties in the way of the calm
and joyful self-donation to the mission and to God”. (J. E. VECCHI, “Experts,
witnesses and builders of communion” AGC 363 [1998], p. 31).

"’ FSDB, 257.
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8 FSDB, 258. “On the other hand, experience teaches us that when there is no
guidance or the guidance is superficial or discontinuous, it can undermine all
the work of formation” (Ibidem).

" FSDB, 259.
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8 EspB, 261.
81 FsDB, 261.
82 ESDB, 262.
8 FsDB, 262.
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8 EspB, 263.

8 As a matter of particular interest, it is worth quoting what is required from the
other formation personnel: "willing and dedicated; they must be aware that they
are communicating the Lord's action, the Church's ministry, and the mind of the
Congregation. Furthermore, certain convictions, attitudes and conditions are
indispensable: a spiritual attitude and a faith perspective, the standpoint of the

Salesian vocation, and therefore, a knowledge of the criteria for discerning it

and the conditions for living it, a pedagogical sensitivity that fosters an
atmosphere of freedom, a care for the person and his rhythm of growth, and
some specific skills in the areas of human and spiritual formation “ (FSDB,
264)

® FSDB 265. “From the pre-novitiate onwards he is aware that the developments

his vocation is, in the first place, the work of the Lord who “makes use of

human instruments” (VC 66); that Salesian formation is a sincere dialogue and
a sharing of responsibility with the community, the bearer of the charism; and
that self-formation does not mean self-sufficiency or going it alone™ (Ibidem).
" FSDB, 266.
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8 cfr p. CHAVEZ, “Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life” (Jn 6,69). The Word of God and Salesian Life, AGC 386 [2004], p. 37-38.

8 vita consecrata, 94.
%0 CIVCSVA, Starting afresh from Christ, 25.
°! ESDB, 268.
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% £spB, 272.

7 FSDB, 321.

% FSDB, 276. For the accompaniment of the confreres in special circumstances, cf
The Salesian Provincial, Rome 1987, 390-395; The Salesian Rector, Rome
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FSDB, 42.
CIVCSVA, Starting afresh from Christ, 15. Cf Vita consecrata, 65.

FSDB, 520.

10z CIVCSVA, Starting afresh from Christ, 9.
193 £SpB, 308.
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CIVCSVA, Starting afresh from Christ, 15.
FSDB, 309.

There will be newness of life only if ongoing formation succeeds in being the

new way that consecrated life is lived, the new way consecrated people think. If
we want there to be an end to the scandal of consecrated people who are

exhausted and without enthusiasm, rigid and self-sufficient in their certainties,

insensitive and cold in the face of any stimulus, ongoing formation is the only

way to emerge from this situation.
FSDB, 5.
108 CIVCSVA, Starting afresh from Christ, 14. Cf CIVCSVA, Directives on

107

formation in Religious Institutes, Potissimun institutioni Rome, 2 February 1990,

1.
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19 5E. VECCHI, “ ‘For you I study.....” (C. 14) Satisfactory preparation of the
confrere and the quality of our educative work”, AGC 361 [1997)], p. 6.

110 J. E. VECCHI, ibidem p. 25. “We must, however, not only solve the crises, but
sow for the future” (ivi p. 36).

1 Ge24, 248,
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Cfr Starting afresh from Christ, 46.
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