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January 24, 2019
Feast of St. Francis de Sales

Dear Confreres and Members of the Salesian Family,

Firstly, 1 greet all of you Happy Feast Day celebrating the feast of our Titular Patron St.
Francis de Sales and preparing for the feast of our Founder!

In addition, | would like to take this opportunity to greet everyone in advance, Happy Lunar
New Year! May the abundance Grace of God increase in you every day and everything find
completion in the Lord!

The Rector Major and the delegates of the Salesian Family world-wide held the "Salesian
Family Spirituality Days" at our Mother House, in Valdocco, Turin, Italy from January 10 to 13.
The homily during the Eucharistic Celebration at the Basilica of Mary Help of Christians,
continuing the Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Francis “REJOICE AND BE GLAD!” (GAUDETE ET
EXSULTATE); encouraged us to walk the path of holiness every day, and explained further “THE
BEATITUDES OF THE SALESIAN FAMILY”; and launched the 2019 Strenna: SO THAT MY JOY MAY BE
IN YOU — HOLINESS FOR YOU TOO".

Here, | would like to share with you “THE BEATITUDES OF THE SALESIAN FAMILY””:

THE BEATITUDES OF THE SALESIAN FAMILY

1. Blessed is the Salesian Family that finds joy in poverty, imbued with God’s grace, it will work
amongst the poorest and the marginalized youth — this is holiness!

2. Blessed is the Salesian Family that embodies the docility and love of the Good Shepherd. It
thus welcomes and accompanies youth with loving kindness, forming them towards dialogue
and the welcoming of diversity - this is holiness!

3. Blessed is the Salesian Family that accompanies other, heals the wounds of those who suffer
and gives hope to those who feel hopeless, thus bringing the joy of the Risen Christ — this is
holiness!

4. Blessed is the Salesian Family that hungers and thirsts for justice and accompanies youth on
their mission to actualize their life project within their families, at the workplace, and within
political and social commitment — this is holiness!
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5. Blessed is the Salesian Family that has a living experience of mercy, opening its eyes and heart
to active listening and forgiving. It thus becomes a home that welcomes others — this is
holiness!

6. Blessed is the Salesian Family that seeks to be authentic, whole and transparent, whilst
cultivating a loving gaze that goes beyond appearances and recognizes the grace of God within
each person — this is holiness!

7. Blessed is the Salesian Family, that draws from the truth of the Gospel and remains faithful to
the charism of Don Bosco. It thus becomes yeast for a new humanity and joyfully embraces the
joy of the Cross for the Kingdom of God - this is holiness!

St. Francis de Sales popularized holiness in the spiritual guidance of the believers. Our
Founder, St. John Bosco making St. Francis de Sales our Patron, hoped that it continues to remind us
learn the holiness and gentle-kindness of St. Francis de Sales. In the life-long formation of young
people, our Founder made holiness popular among the young, formation brought about young people
who are model of sanctity. Let us also follow this path to accompany and form young people
through a heart full of joy, especially those who are poor and abandoned young people; and to live
out our Salesian Family’s way of sanctity.

On another note, Cardinal Joseph ZEN Ze Kiun, Bishop Emeritus of Hong Kong, will be
awarded the “Truman-Reagan Medal of Freedom” on January 28, 2019 in recognition of his years
of concern for Chinese religious freedom and the situation of Hong Kong’s Democracy.

Once again, | wish you all to grow in holiness in this New Year! May all Salesian Family
members able to show and bring the face and love of Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, to the youth
whom we are serving and educating.

May St. Francis de Sales, St. John Bosco continue to pray for us!
May Our Immaculately Conceived Heavenly Mother Mary Help of Christians bless you all!

Yours Affectionately,

In Don Bosco,

Provincial CIN

3 TEHMiE 69B69B Pokfulam Road, H.K.Tel.;:2546-1154Fax; 2559-5734



