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DB200 Provincial Letter 2 {October)
Prayer and Study

Dear Youth, Dear Mission Partners, Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Salesian Family,

The peace of the Lord be with you always! The first month of the new school year and of
DB200 has already passed. Last month, to celebrate DB200 by deepening our appreciation of Don
Bosco’s charism, we reflected together on how we must Educate by Evangelizing and Evangelize
by Educating. This month the theme for reflection is: Prayer and Study.

These two words were constantly on the lips of Don Bosco. For him, prayer and study
formed an indissoluble binomial. Prayer without study is unable to face the needs of the times.
Study without prayer produces un-integrated personalities. Our reflection this month will take the
form of collecting a few sayings of Don Bosco, first about both prayer and study (and their result,
Joy). then about prayer, and finally about study.

Prayer and study: If you want to be good, practice just three things and everything will go
well. Which are these three things? Here they are: Cheerfulness, study, piety, This is the great plan
of your life. By putting it into practice, you will be happy and you will greatly benefit your soul. /
Piety, study, and cheerfulness will give you many consolations, consolations that are as sweet as
honey. / The glory of the Oratory must consist not only in scientific knowledge, but also in fervent
prayer. / The most effective stimulant to study is piety.

Prayer: If you are ashamed to encourage young people to pray, you are not qualified to be a
teacher. / If you pray, you sow two seeds and four ears of grain spring up; if you do not pray, you
sow four seeds and only two ears of grain spring up. / One who prays, conquers all temptations;
one who does not pray, is in imminent danger of falling. / It is better not to pray than to pray badly.

Study: If you study hard, this is a sign that you are good. / To study well you must begin
‘from on High’. / The means to succeed in your studies are the following: first of all, love of God;
second, do not lose even the smallest particle of time; third, do not pass on to a new topic unless
you have mastered the preceding one; fourth, make frequent recourse to Jesus and Mary with short
sharp invocations, this is the most effective means. / What has been learnt with great effort will
never be erased from memory. / Experience teaches that it is those who keep away from sin that
profit most in their studies.

St John Bosco, pray for us! Mary Help of Christians, pray for us!
In Jesus Mary Joseph DonBosco, I am, Yours affectionately,

Fr. Lanfranco M. Fedrigotti SDB
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