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DB200 Provincial Letter 5 (January 2015)
Glory of God and Salvation of Souls

Dear Youth, Dear Mission Partners, Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Salesian Family,

The peace of the Lord be with you always! Happy New Year of Don Bosco’s 200th Birthday! Happy
New Year of Consecrated Life (we are all consecrated to God)! Happy New Year of the Lamb!

January is the month on the last day of which St. John Bosco died (31 January 1888, 126 years ago).
Holy Mother Church, full of faith as she is, prefers to celebrate our birth into Heaven (i.e. the day of our
death!) rather than our birth on earth. That is why 31 January is also the day in which we hold the liturgical
feast of St. John Bosco. 31 January is the day of his “dies natalis” (Birthday!) in Heaven. This is also the
reason why, on the last day of every month, we commemorate Don Bosco.

Things being so, our DB200 January 2015 “double word” cannot be but the motto Don Bosco used most
frequently, namely: “Ad gloriam Dei et salus animarum”, i.e. Let us do everything for the “Glory of God and
Salvation of Souls”. This can be said to be the personal motto of Don Bosco, as distinct from the motto he
chose for the Salesian Society as a whole: “Da mihi animas coetera tolle”. The two mottos, however, express
the same fundamental life ideal: “Coetera tolle” corresponds to “Glory of God” and “Give me souls”
corresponds to “Salvation of souls”.

In making “Glory of God and Salvation of Souls” his personal motto, Don Bosco was a good disciple of
St. Ignatius of Loyola, who in his writings repeats, in different forms, a least 1,000 times: “Ad maiorem Dei
gloriam” (“For the greater glory of God”). The first time young student John Bosco met young seminarian
Joseph Cafasso, Cafasso told him: “One who becomes a priest gives himself to the Lord. Of all the things in
this world, nothing should he take more to heart that what may serve the greater glory of God and the
salvation of souls” (BM 1 140). This Ignatian-Bosconian motto invites us to focus our mind and heart on God.
God is the most wonderful reality in our lives. God is the source and the goal of our lives. In Chinese we say
so beautifully: “When you drink some water, think of the source from which this water comes”. By simply
existing, by simply living, we are drinking God’s living water. Why do we so easily forget to think of the
wonderful Source of the living water that gives us existence and life? A strenna given by Our Lady through
Don Bosco to a boy of the Valdocco Oratory says: “In all you do, see if you are acting for God’s glory”

But what does “Glory of God” mean? What is God’s glory? A famous saying of St. Irenaeus of Lyons
answers: “The glory of God is a man fully alive™. That is, the glory of God IS the salvation of souls. By “soul”
Holy Mother Church and Don Bosco mean the human being as the object of God’s infinite and eternal love.
This is what Don Bosco means when he tells his boys: “You have only one soul: if you save it, everything is
saved; if you lose it, everything is lost.” No wonder before his priestly ordination, John Bosco wrote in his
diary: “’l pledge myself to keep the following resolution: To suffer, work, humble myself in all things
whenever it is a question of saving souls.” (BM | 385) Wishing you a Happy January 2015, in Jesus Mary
Joseph DonBosco, | am, Yours affectionately,

Fr. Lanfranco M. Fedrigotti SDB
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