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Presence and Assistance
Dear Young People, Dear Mission Partners, Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Salesian Family,

The peace of the Lord be with you always! Happy end of the Year of the Horse and happy beginning of the Yeal of
the Lamb! Throughout the Year of the Lamb, let us live in union with the Lord Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away
the sins of the world! In this MaryHelp200, let us live relying on the help of our Heavenly Mother Mary! In this DB200,
let us live thanking God for giving Don Bosco to us, to the Church, to the world!

DBB200°s “double word” for February is “Presence and Assistance”. This time the double word is like the two sides
of a coin or a medal. Both words express one and the same thing. Traditionally, we speak of “assistance”. Today, we
prefer to speak of “presence™. When in 1983 Fr. Joseph Zen translated in Chinese Art. 39 of the new Constitutions of the
Society of St. Francis de Sales, he translated “assistance” as “continuous presence among the young”. So, both words
express the same reality, one statically (presence), one dynamically (assistance).

Which is the reality equally expressed by the two words? We may answer this question by quoting the Art. 39 just
mentioned. It is entitled: “Assistance as an attitude and method” and is divided into three paragraphs:

“The practice of the Preventive System demands a fundamental disposition on our part: an empathy with the young
and a willingness to be with them, [imitating Don Bosco, who used to say]: ‘Here in your midst I feel completely at home;
for me, living means being here with you.’

We are actively present among youth in brotherly friendship, helping them in their efforts to grow in what is good,
and encouraging them to cast off every form of slavery, so that their weakness may not be overcome by evil.

This presence affords us a true understanding of the world of the young and unites us with them in all the healthy
aspects of theilg; restless energy.”

In this and my past DB200 monthly letters, I have often quoted the Salesian Constitutions, which today are still the
most authoritative source of the spirit of Don Bosco. With this letter for February, however, 1 begin quoting also from
another authoritative source, namely, the Charter of the Charismatic Identity of the Salesian Family of Don Bosco. What
does this Charter, promulgated by the Rector Major on 31 January 2012, say about “Presence and Assistance™?

Art. 9 of the Charter is entitled “For new forms of solidarity” and begins by saying that the contemporary
phenomenon of globalization is for us an opportunity of practicing Christian and Salesian solidarity. Then, it continues:
“The Groups of the Salesian Family are engaged in exercising this solidarity through a variety of educative and apostolic
activities: 1. Education, which is the highest form of solidarity, if understood and exercised according to the criteria
suggested by ‘Salesian assistance’. Nowadays we could describe ‘Salesian assistance’ as ‘the ethics of being close’, in
other words: personalized intervention, relationships of friendship and trust, listening to the deepest aspirations of young

people and of the poor, identifying those responses which are possible and effective, faithful accompaniment.*
Wishing you a fruitful “presence and assistance”, in Jesus Mary Joseph DonBosco, I am, Yours affectionately,

Fr. Lanfranco M. Fedrigotti SDB
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