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Reason and Religion
Dear Young People, Dear Mission Partners, Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Salesian Family,

The peace of the Lord be with you always! Happy Holy Week! Happy Sacred Paschal Triduum of the Lord’s
Passion and Resurrection! Happy Easter!

For April, the DB200’s “double word” is drawn from the first two terms of the famous trilogy of Don Bosco’s
Preventive System, namely, “Reason, Religion, Loving-kindness”. Leaving the third item of the trilogy for next month,
during the month of April let us concentrate our reflection on the first two terms: “Reason and Religion”.

When Don Bosco speaks of “Religion” he means, of course, the Christian faith and all it entails. While other
religions are the product of humanity’s yearning for union with God, the Christian faith is the result of God’s yearning for
union with humanity. While other religions are natural, the Christian faith is supernatural. Christians know that the
initiative is God’s, not man’s. God reveals supernaturally his unfathomable mystery to humanity and humanity responds
accepting the supernatural gift of faith. We could express, therefore, our DB200 binomial also thus: “Reason and Faith”.

Expressed like this, we are reminded of how St. John Paul 1l began his Encyclical “Faith and Reason”:

“My Venerable Brother Bishops, Health and the Apostolic Blessing! Faith and reason are like two wings
on which the human spirit rises to the contemplation of truth; and God has placed in the human heart a desire to
know the truth—in a word, to know himself—so that, by knowing and loving God, men and women may also
come to the fullness of truth about themselves. [...]”

Both reason and faith are gifts of God to us. Reason is a natural gift, Faith is a supernatural gift. It is by
using well these two gifts that we truly come to know God and ourselves. To appreciate the importance of these
gifts for our life, we may continue to read the first paragraph of the Encyclical “Faith and Reason”: “A cursory
glance at ancient history shows clearly how in different parts of the world, with their different cultures, there
arise at the same time the fundamental questions which pervade human life: Who am 1? Where have | come
from and where am | going? Why is there evil? What is there after this life? These are the questions which we
find in the sacred writings of Israel, as also in the Veda and the Avesta; we find them in the writings of
Confucius and Lao-Tze, and in the preaching of Tirthankara and Buddha; they appear in the poetry of Homer
and in the tragedies of Euripides and Sophocles, as they do in the philosophical writings of Plato and Aristotle.
They are questions which have their common source in the quest for meaning which has always compelled the
human heart. In fact, the answer given to these questions decides the direction which people seek to give to their
lives.”

The answer to those fundamental questions is given, incipiently, by Reason and, finally, by Faith.

How important it is, then, to rely on both reason and faith in our work of self-education and education of
others! Wishing you a deep experience, though reason and faith, of the Paschal Mystery of Jesus the Lamb of
God, I am, Yours affectionately,

Fr. Lanfranco M. Fedrigotti, Provincial
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