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Pastoral Charity and Loving Kindness

Dear Young People, Dear Mission Partners, Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Salesian Family,

The peace of the Lord be with you always! Happy Month of May! Happy Month of Mary! Happy continuation of the Paschal
Season! For May, the DB200’s “double word” is drawn from the third term of the famous trilogy of Don Bosco’s Preventive System,
namely, “Reason, Religion, Loving Kindness”. Yes, “Loving Kindness” is the theme of this DB200 Month of May, coupled with its
twin phrase “Pastoral Charity”.

The phrase “Pastoral Charity” was coined by Vatican II when speaking of the mission of Bishops and Priests. “Charity” means
love, God’s own love, that supernatural gift of divine love of which St. Paul speaks in Rom 5:5: “God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” “Pastoral” means “of the shepherd”. So “pastoral love” is “the love of the

shepherd”, the love of Jesus the Good Shepherd who takes loving care of his sheep, in particular, of his lost sheep.

Speaking of Bishops, Vatican II says: “Bishops are gifted with sacramental grace enabling them to exercise a perfect role of
pastoral charity through prayer, sacrifice, and preaching [...}. They are enabled to lay down their life for their sheep fearlessly.”

(Lumen gentium, 41)

Speaking of Priests, Vatican II says: “Priests, by assuming the role of the Good Shepherd, the will find in the very exercise of
pastoral charity the bond of priestly perfection which will unify their lives and activities. This pastoral love flows mainly from the

Eucharistic Sacrifice, which is therefore the centre and root of the whole priestly life.” (Presbyterorum ordinis, 14-15)

The Salesians of Don Bosco were very happy to discover in Vatican II this phrase “pastoral charity”, because it expresses in a
nutshell Don Bosco’s Salesian spirit. Art 10 of the Salesian Constitutions says: “The Salesian spirit is summed up and centred in
pastoral charity, characterized by that youthful dynamism which was revealed so strongly in our Founder and at the beginning of our

Society. It is an apostolic impetus that makes us seek souls and serve God alone.”

What, then, about “Loving Kindness”? Let the answer, again, come from the Salesian Constitutions. Art. 14, entitled
“Predilection for the young”, says: “Our vocation is graced by a special gift of God: predilection for the young. ‘That you are young is
enough to make me love you very much’ (Don Bosco). This love is an expression of pastoral charity and gives meaning to our whole
life. For their welfare we give generously of our time, talents and health: ‘For you I study, for you I work, for you I live, for you I am

ready even to give my life’ (Don Bosco).”

Art. 15, entitled “Salesian loving-kindness”, says: “Sent to young people by the God who is ‘all charity’, the Salesian is open
and cordial, ready to make the first approach and to welcome others with unfailing kindliness, respect and patience. His love is that of
a father, a brother and friend, able to draw out friendship in return; this is the loving-kindness so much recommended by Don Bosco.

His chastity and well-balanced attitude open his heart to spiritual fatherhood and give transparent witness to God’s anticipating love.”

Wishing you a deep experience of pastoral charity and loving-kindness in this Paschal Season, let me, with Mary Help of
Christians, pray for you like this: “May the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” (Heb 13:20-21) In the Lord Jesus, I am, Yours affectionately,

Fr. Lanfranco M. Fedrigotti, Provincial

69B Pokfulam Road, HK. E-mail: feilamfung@tiscali.it  Tel.:2546 1154  Fax: 2559 5734  FH&EHEHAMIE 69B



