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+ DB200 Provincial Letter 12 (August 2015)

Give me souls! Take the rest!
Dear Young People, Dear Mission Partners, Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Salesian Family,

The peace of the Lord be with you always! Happy conclusion of DB200 on 16 and 22 August! The
last DB200 and MaryHelp200 “double word” is Don Bosco’s “Da mihi animas! Cetera tolle!” (Give me
souls! Take the rest!). On the one hand, this is Don Bosco’s chosen motto for the coat-of-arms of the
Salesian Society (Const. 4). On the other hand, this is also Don Bosco’s daily prayer (Const. 85).

Salesian Constitutions No. 4 says: “Inspired by the goodness and zeal of St. Francis de Sales, Don
Bosco called us Salesians (cf. MB V, 9: BM V, 8) and gave us a programme of life in the motto: ‘Da mihi
animas, cetera tolle’.” Don Bosco’s historian Fr. Eugenio Ceria writes: “Up until this time (1884), the
Congregation did not have its own official coat of arms as all other religious families. As a seal, the Pious
Salesian Society had used the figure of St. Francis of Sales surrounded by [the Latin name of the Salesian
Society]. It was only on September 12, 1884 that Father Anthony Sala submitted a sketch of a Salesian coat
of arms to the Superior Chapter [...The motto he had initially chosen for the coat of arms were Jesus’
Gospel words] Sinite parvulos venire ad m’ [Let the children come to me]. Some objected to this motto
because others [e.g. the La Salle Brothers] had already used it. Father Julius Barberis suggested that it be
changed to ‘Temperance and Work’ [...] Father Celestino Durando would have preferred Maria Auxilium
Christianorum, ora pro nobis. It was Don Bosco who solved the dilemma by saying, ‘A motto was already
adopted in the early days of the Oratory at the time of the Convitto when | was visiting the prisons: Da
mihi animas, caetera tolle [Give me souls, take away the rest]. The Chapter acclaimed Don Bosco and
agreed to this historic motto.” (MB 17, 365; BM 17, 337)

Fr. Eugenio Ceria comments: “Nothing could have better expressed the supreme goal of the saint in
all his actions and sufferings, in his writings and in his talks; a goal that was to constitute the essential
program of the Society he founded. His major concern had always been the welfare of souls [Give me souls!
To attain this goal, he was ready to sacrifice everything else, Cetera tolle!]” (MB 17, 366; BM 17, 338)

“Da mihi animas, cetera tolle” is not only a motto, but also a prayer. Const. 85 says: “In praying, the
salesian community ... deepens its awareness of its intimate and living relationship with God, and of its
saving mission, making its own Don Bosco’s prayer: ‘Da mihi animas, cetera tolle’.” Before Don Bosco,
this was the continuous ardent prayer of St. Francis de Sales, whom Don Bosco, at his priestly ordination,
had chosen as his Patron and Model, because of his missionary zeal and his meekness. Next year (2016)
will be the 400" anniversary of St. Francis de Sales’ publication of his masterpiece “The Treatise on the
Love of God”. We can say that the spirituality of Don Bosco is the spirituality of St. Francis de Sales. So,
after completing with this letter the 12 Double-Words of DB200, God willing, | hope every month to be
able to share with you the 12 themes of SF400, that is, of Saint Francis of Sales’ 400" Anniversary of
Publication of the Treatise on the Love of God. St. Francis of Sales is the Patron of Don Bosco and of the

Salesian (!) Society and Family.

From the heart, wish you all a summer of joy! God bless! In Jesus Mary Joseph DonBosco, | am,
Yours affectionately, Fr. Lanfranco M. Fedrigotti, Provincial
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