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FS400 Provincial Letter 4 (December 2015)
(God’s) Love, Charity
Dear Young People, Dear Mission Partners, Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Salesian Family,

The peace of the Lord be with you always! As we continue our journey with our Patron St. Francis de
Sales on the occasion of his approaching multiple 400 years centenaries, in the month of December we
shall reflect on the essence and core of St. Francis de Sales teaching, namely, Love or Charity. What is the
difference between the two English words “Love” and “Charity”? What “love” means we all know. As for
“charity”, this is a more traditional English word that expresses clearly that when we talk of “love” we
mean above all God’s love in itself and God’s love in us. This is the standard meaning given to “love” in
Sacred Scripture. Let us take, for example, St. Paul, who writes: “God’s love [charity] has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us” (Rom 5:5)

St. Francis de Sales is a Doctor of the Church. “Doctor” here means “Teacher”. Only very great figures
in history have received such a title from Holy Mother Church. The title of “Doctor of the Church” was
bestowed on St. Francis de Sales by Blessed Pope Pius IX in 1877. Doctor of what? Pope Paul VI in 1967
first described St. Francis as “one of the greatest figures of Church and history”, then called him the
“Doctor of Divine Love and Evangelical Gentleness”. This was repeated by Pope John Paul Il first in 1986
as “Doctor of Love” and then again in 2002 as “Doctor of Divine Love”. This means that we can also call
St. Francis the “Doctor of Charity”.

St. Francis is the Doctor of Charity especially because of his literary and spiritual masterpiece: The
Treatise on the Love of God (popularly known as Theotimus), the 400™ anniversary of whose publication
we commemorate in 2016. Do we have a Chinese translation of St. Francis’s Treatise on the Love of God?
Acting on the initiative of the China Province of the Salesians of Don Bosco, the Chinese translation of
Theotimus was made by Fr. Francis Xavier Yao Jing Xing of the Shanghai Diocese and published in
Shanghai in 2009 by Tianzhujiao Shanghai Jiaoqu Guanggishe, under the title Ai Zhu Zhen Di. We must
thank God and the nonagenarian translator (who died this year on 6 August, aged 97) for this labor of love.

To have just a sip at St. Francis de Sales’ wonderful spiritual doctrine of love, let me quote from the
ending of the Theotimus. The last chapter (XII, 13) is entitled: “That Mount Calvary Is the True School of
Love”. In this title and in the last words that follow we have in a nutshell the spiritual doctrine of the
“Doctor of Love™: “O love eternal, my soul needs and chooses you eternally! Ah, come Holy Spirit, and
inflame our hearts with your love! To love — or to die! To die — and to love! To die to all other love in order
to live in Jesus’ love, so that we may not die eternally. But that we may live in your eternal love, O Saviour
of our souls, we eternally sing, ‘Live, Jesus! Jesus, I love! Live, Jesus whom I love! Jesus I love, Jesus who
lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen.”” (English translation by J. K. Ryan).

Before the end of 2016 we hope that a traditional characters edition of the Theotimus will be published
by our Vox Amica Press. | pray God that, once this edition sees the light, this book may allow its readers to
approach directly the teaching of the Doctor of God’s Crucified Love.

It is December. Soon it will be Christmas. May the celebration of Christmas make us experience the
tenderness of God’s wonderful love for each one of us.

Wishing you a Happy Christmas, in Jesus Mary Joseph StFrancis DonBosco, | am,

Yours affectionately,
Fr. Lanfranco M. Fedrigotti, Provincial
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