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2016 Jubilee Year of Divine Mercy Full of Meaningful Anniversaries
CIN DB110 (13 Feb 1906 — 13 February 2016)

Root-finding for Personal-Communitarian-Pastoral Conversion

By Fr. Lanfranco M. Fedrigotti CIN

1. One hundred and ten years ago, on Tuesday, 13 February, 1906 the first six Salesians of Don Bosco (3
Priest Salesians and 3 Brother Salesians!) set foot on Chinese soil, landing in Hong Kong and then proceeding
the very same day to Macau, where they arrived in the evening. They were welcomed with umbrellas at the
pier by the Macau Jesuits, since it was a rainy day. The Jesuits brought them to see the Bishop who had
invited them to come to Macau and who was waiting for them in the Bishop’s House. The Salesians were led
by the then 33-year old Fr. Luigi Versiglia, later Bishop, Martyr, and Saint. This year, on Saturday, 23 January
(the day chosen for the installation of her new bishop Msgr. Stephen Lee Bun Sang), the Macau Diocese
celebrated its 440" Anniversary of Foundation (23 Jan 1576 — 23 Jan 2016). Don Bosco has been with the
Macau Catholic Church for 1/4 of her history (110x4=440)!

2. The six Salesians had been sent out by the first Successor of Don Bosco the Rector Major Blessed Michael
Rua and the Bishop of Turin Cardinal Agostino Richelmy on 23 November 1905, together with the Salesians
that would go to India. The missionaries for India left from Genova on 17 December 1905, arriving in
Bombay on 6 January and in Tanjore on 14 January 1906, while the missionaries for China left from Genova
on 17 January 1906, arriving in Hong Kong and Macau on 13 February. So this 2016 is the 110" anniversary
of Don Bosco’s arrival in India and in China. We can say it is the 110" anniversary of Salesian South Asia and
Salesian East Asia, if not the whole EAO Region! In CIN we call this anniversary the DB110 Anniversary in
continuity with the DB100 anniversary that we celebrated 10 years ago for the centenary of the arrival here of
the first Salesians (1906-2006).

3. The Salesian Provincial, during the past week Quarterly Pastoral Meetings in Macau and in Hong Kong,
announced, and now through this message together with the Provincial Council announces, that in CIN this
celebration will take on a primarily “interior” mode. That is, it will be mainly a spiritual celebration, inspired
by GC27 and PC16 (our Provincial Chapter this year), consisting in an earnest return to our roots in view of a
more radical personal, communitarian, and pastoral conversion. As such, the celebration is made principally at
local level, within the local Salesian Community. On three occasions, there will be the gathering of more
Salesian Communities and on two occasions of the whole Salesian Family (once in Hong Kong and once in
Macau), but these coincide with regular annual get-togethers held every year.

4. In CIN we will pay special attention to four dates:
4.1 The first is Sunday, 31 January, 3" Sunday of the Year, but Solemnity of St. John Bosco in all Salesian
institutions.
4.2 The second date is 13 February, the precise date of the 110" anniversary.

4.3 The third date will be 24 May, Solemnity of Mary Help of Christians in all Salesian institutions.
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4.4 The fourth date will be, of course, 16 August, the Birthday of Don Bosco.

. The first date is very near. It is the coming Sunday, 31 January, when all Salesian institutions will be able to
celebrate it as Solemnity of St. John Bosco. In fact, the Patronal Feast is a Solemnity and in Salesian
institutions (parishes, schools, etc.) it has precedence over the Ordinary Sunday of the Year. So this celebration
will sign the beginning of the 110™ anniversary celebration of the arrival of Don Bosco in our great
Motherland. If we still have some of the Mass booklets printed and distributed last year for Sunday 16 August
2015, this Sunday 31 January is a good occasion to make good use of them.

. The second date is 13 February, a Tuesday in 1906, it will be a Saturday this year. In CIN 13 February this
year will be the 6™ Day of the Lunar New Year. It will also be the day when the Salesians of Don Bosco of
Hong Kong and Macau celebrate their New Year Get-Together, the annual Salesian Day. The host of Salesian
Day this year will be the Mary Help of Christians Salesian Community of Tang King Po School and Mary
Help of Christians Parish. Not only all Salesian confreres are invited but also the close family members of
local Salesians. Together we will thank God for the gift of Don Bosco to our great Motherland.

. The third date is 24 May, the Feast of Mary Help of Christians in Macau. In fact, 24 May will be also the
110" anniversary of the first celebration of this feast in CIN and in Macau. Actually, since in 1906 May 24"
was the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord, the celebration of Mary Help of Christians was delayed, as in the
rest of Salesian world, to the following Sunday, 27 May (we will do the same this year, since 24 May falls on
a Tuesday). This first celebration is recorded in fine detail by Fr. Luigi Versiglia in the section “Missioni” in
the Bollettino Salesiano 1906 Settembre. You have only to write these words in italics on Google Search and
Google will find it for you. Interestingly, this year is also the 200™ Anniversary (24 May 1816 — 24 May
2016) of the first liturgical celebration of Mary Help of Christians in Rome by Pope Pius VII. He had
established this liturgical memorial the year before on 16 September 1815. Again interestingly, it is about 150
years ago that devotion to Mary Help of Christians began to develop in Shanghai in connection with her
shrine on the hill of Sheshan (1863-1868). This year is also the 70™ Anniversary of Don Bosco’s arrival in
the capital city of our great Motherland. The short 8 years that the children of Don Bosco worked there
witnessed their great love for Mary Help of Christians and their active promotion of devotion to her. Finally,
this year is the 90™ Anniversary of the official establishment of the Salesian China Province of Mary Help of
Christians. This took place on Friday, 28 May, 1926, right after the celebration of the feast of Mary Help of
Christians. Fr. Ignatius Kanazei was the first Salesian Provincial. After the martyrdom of Bishop Luigi
Versiglia on 25 February 1930, Fr. Ignatius Kanazei succeeded him as Bishop of Shiuchow and Fr. Carlo
Braga became the 2" Provincial of the China Province, leading the Province during its most difficult 22 years
of existence (1930-1952).

. The fourth date is 16 August, the birthday of Don Bosco, also a Tuesday. It is possible that CIN confreres, like
every year, will gather together with other members of the Salesian Family on that day to thank God together
for having called us to be children of his Family by sending the first Salesians to our Motherland 110 years
ago. On this day we can also commemorate the 170" Anniversary of Don Bosco’s taking possession of the
Pinardi Shed in Valdocco on Easter Sunday, 12 April, 1946...

. How to celebrate in an “interior mode™? In CIN we plan to do this: we shall become more acquainted with the
Letters of St. Luigi Versiglia. There are many of them and they are very beautiful. We shall collect them as far
as possible and then have them translated into Chinese. Once translated, they can become our Spiritual
Reading during this DB110 and beyond.
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