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Appendix to Provincial Letter of 21 December 2016 to the Salesian Family
Meaningful Anniversaries Anno Domini 2017

Like last year, let me list out, at the beginning of this new Anno Domini, a few anniversaries that are meaningful
for our ecclesial and Salesian life. Let me say a few words or give some reference material about each.

1.

450™ Anniversary of the Birth of St. Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor of the Church, Titular and Patron of
the Salesian Society

St. Francis de Sales was born on 21 August 1567 in the Castle of Sales, at Thorens in Savoy. His was a
premature birth. Francoise de Sionnaz, his young mother (she was only 14 years old!) give birth to her
first-born in the 7" month of pregnancy. During her pregnancy, one month before giving birth, Frangoise had
gone on pilgrimage to Chambery where was exposed the Holy Shroud of Turin (the holy cloth stained with the
Saviour’s blood). In the presence of this precious relic of Jesus’ Passion, Death, and Resurrection, she had
consecrated her unborn child to God. In the words of St. Francis himself: “my mother, when 1 was still in her
womb, dedicated me to Our Lord before this holy banner of salvation”. Fearing for his life, Francis was
immediately baptized the next day, 22 August, Octave of the Assumption of Our Lady into Heaven. We thank
God for giving us St. Francis de Sales with his motto: “Da mihi animas! Cetera tolle!”

. 200™ Anniversary of the Death of Francesco Bosco, Don Bosco’s father (11 May 1817)

We can find a moving account of this sad event in MB 1 pp. 34-36 and BM 1 pp. 27-28. How wonderful the
workings of God’s Providence! From the family tragedy of little John Bosco, the good God has drawn out the
great father of orphans who could declare without fear of being contradicted: “I have promised God that |
would give of myself to my last breath for my poor orphans” (Const. 1).

. 180™ Birthday of St. Mary Mazzarello (9 May 1837)

A description of the birth, the family, and the first ten years of the life of St. Mary Mazzarello can be found in
the FMA “Biographical Memoirs”, namely, the Cronistoria. Chronicles of the Institute of the Daughters of
Mary Help of Christians 1 pp. 15-20. Her birth is recorded thus: “This fortunate child was born on May 9, 1837.
It was Tuesday, the day Don Bosco set aside in his Houses for honoring the Guardian Angels. It was as if
Providence willed to emphasize her future mission.”

. 170™ Anniversary of Hospice of St. Francis of Sales with 1* boarder (May 1847) and of 1* Good-Night by

Mamma Margherita (May 1847)
Cf. MB 111 pp. 202-213 and BM 111 pp. 138-146.
Congratulations to our boarders and their shepherds in ATS, Savio House, EDLV, and Boystown!

. 170™ Anniversary of Don Bosco’s 2" Oratory, the St. Louis Oratory (1847).

Cf. MB 111 pp. 281-287 and BM 11l pp. 197-201.
Congratulations to all the Directors of our Sunday and Daily Oratories!

. 160™ Anniversary of St. Dominic Savio death (09 March 1857)

(Last Year was the 160™ Anniversary of Mamma Margherita’s Death 25 November 1856!)
Let us re-read the beautiful description reported by Don Bosco in his Vita del giovanetto Savio Domenico and
in MB V pp. 625-633 and BM V 415-420

. 140™ Anniversary of 1% Issue of the Salesian Bulletin (August 1877)

Cf. MB XI1II pp. 259-266; BM XIII pp. 190-196.
Congratulations to the Vox Amica Press and the editorial staff of the beautiful Chinese-language Salesian
Bulletin!
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8. 140™ Anniversary of 1 General Chapter of the Salesians of Don Bosco (September 1877)

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.
15.
16.

Cf. MB pp. 243-294; BM XIII pp. 177-219
Let us continue our effort to put into practice the 27" General Chapter!

. 140™ Anniversary of 1% Missionary Expedition of FMA (November 1877)

Cf. MB XI1II pp. 305-323; BM XII pp. 228-243 and Cronistoria Il pp. 267-284
We thank God for the wonderful synergy of SDB and FMA in the history of Salesian Missions and in the
history of the Salesian Mission in China, beginning with 15 March 1923 in Hosai (Shiuchow)!

100™ Anniversary of the Apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima (13 May 1917)

This Marian Centenary has already begun being celebrated worldwide thanks to the blessing by Pope Francis of
6 statues of Our Lady of Fatima in Rome on 11 January 2017, one statue for each of the Continents. We of the
Church in China are happy that, for the first stop over of the statue for Asia, the choice has fallen on Hong
Kong. As for us Salesians of the China Province, we are happy that the first parish to receive the statue of Our
Lady of Fatima in Hong Kong was our Mary Help of Christians Parish. Evviva! The statue for Asia arrived at
Hong Kong International Airport in the afternoon of 13 January and it was immediately brought to Mary Help
of Christians Parish in Tang King Po School. I was blessed by the opportunity to assist at the welcoming Mass
celebrated in that parish by Filipino Fr. Bing Arellano and by our Fr. Peter Tsang Yong Ken, Fr. Francis Che
Ka Yin, and Fr. Denis Kong Che Chiu. Before the conclusion of this Mass I experienced an excellent example
of “Purity Culture”, when all married couples were called to renew their vow of marital chastity and all
unmarried faithful (including me) were called to make the promise to preserve their chastity, with the help of
God and Our Lady. Wish you all a good continuation of the Centenary of Our Lady of Fatima!

100™ Anniversary of the First Meeting of the Founders of the Volunteers of Don Bosco (20 May, 1917)

Let me report here the beautiful article that appeared some time ago in ANS (Rome) regarding this Centenary.
This article gives us a good idea of the charism that is proper to the Secular Institute of the Volunteers of Don
Bosco (VDB), now 1,200 strong, spread in 57 countries: “In the minutes of the first encounter held in Valdocco,
Turin, on May 20th, 1917, among Sr. Felicina Fauda, FMA Provincial, Fr. Philip Rinaldi, General Prefect of
the Congregation, and the first three young vocations, we read: “Sr. Felicina presented to Fr. Rinaldi the three
Daughters of Mary and told him about their fervent desire to be Daughters of Mary help of Christians in the
world, and asked him to tell them a few words”.

Fr. Philip, who already knew them personally, thus spoke to them: “Since a long time, the Superiors have been
receiving various appeals to create a Society of Daughters of Mary Help of Christians in the world... The
Superiors always welcomed these appeals and wishes, all the more because such an idea was truly in Don
Bosco’s mind. He spoke in fact of two different classes of people, keeping the same rule, one of which forms a
community and the other lives in the world, so as to promote in it the spirit of the Congregation in the practical
implementation of activity... Today we begin this work in obscurity, and we begin with the three here present.
United in the same spirit, they will grow to perfection, above all in the particular exercise of prayer, according
to the spirit of Don Bosco: great simplicity, no complications... Continue to be as you are... And practice in the
world those virtues you will certainly acquire with a more perfect life, doing your best and making yourselves
available to do the greatest possible good, always with the spirit of Don Bosco... You are few, only three, but it
does not matter; the works of the Lord are born in poverty, humility, and are shaped in silence... Be united
among the three of you, make one heart and one soul...”

“A memorable day” wrote in her diary Luigina Carpanera, one of the first three volunteers.

The Major Coordinator of the VDB comments: “The little plant has become a most beautiful tree. Today we too
want to tell God: Here we are! We want to be faithful to the Holy Spirit who is at work in the world and who
every day shows us what he wants to do through us.”

90™ Anniversary of the Arrival of Don Bosco’s Charism in Hong Kong, more precisely in St. Louis, West Point
(1927)

60™ Anniversary of the Arrival of DonBosco’s Charism in Cheung Chau (1957)

50" Anniversary of St. John Bosco Parish in Taipei (1967)

30™ Anniversary of Jockey Club Cheung Chau Don Bosco Youth Centre (1987)

20™ Anniversary of Our Lady of Assumption Salesian Mass Centre as integrated into the Holy Cross Parish in
Shau Kei Wan (1997)

Congratulations to all confreres, young people, and lay mission partners involved in the above educative

pastoral communities!
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